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fertile lands. And the new technologies being
nurtured here are a great testimony to the
truest resource of the Israeli people, and
that's the brain power and ingenuity and
drive.

I gave a speech today in the Knesset. It
was such an honor to stand in that hallowed
hall. One of the things I wished I would have
projected maybe more clearly was the fact
that this is a land of courageous people, peo-
ple who have had to withstand bombings and
suiciders but never lost faith, people who
have shown incredible resilience. And it’s a
nation worthy of our support and a nation
worthy of our friendship.

As I said in my speech, I'm—I truly be-
lieve that if we stay firm in our resolve, resist
the temptation to give in to the terrorists,
and believe in the transformative capacity of
liberty, someday other nations in the region
will share the blessings of democracy and lib-
erty. Someday they’ll know that they’ll have
governments that respond to the people.
They’ll build schools instead of bombs. That
they’ll not want a war with their neighbors,
but want to live in peace. And that’s the
dream, and that’s the hope. And I firmly be-
lieve it can come true.

I do want to pay tribute to one brave soul,
and that is Liviu Librescu. I don’t know if
you remember him, but he was the teacher
at Virginia Tech. His folks live in Israel. I
bring him up because it was a courageous
act of selflessness—he blocked the doorway
to his classroom with his body to allow his
students to escape. And I think it’s a fitting
final statement here in Israel for me to
make—to say that, isn’t it amazing that a sur-
vivor of the Holocaust gave his life for others
in the Virginia countryside? And I just want
his family to know that we appreciate his
courage and that his legacy lives on.

And so thanks for coming. Thanks for hon-
oring a great nation and a worthy friendship.
I'm proud to be here on Israeli soil as the
President of the United States of America.
I'm proud to carry our banner of liberty
around the world. And I'm proud to proclaim
our deep desire for peace.

Thanks for coming. God bless you. God
bless Israel, and God bless America.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to James S. Snyder, director,
the Israel Museum; and President Shimon Peres
and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel.

Proclamation 8256—National Safe
Boating Week, 2008

May 15,2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation’s beautiful waterways provide
opportunities for recreational activities for
millions of Americans. During National Safe
Boating Week, we raise awareness of the im-
portance of practicing and promoting safe
boating.

Recreational boating is one of America’s
most popular pastimes, and it is important
for every boater to take proper safety pre-
cautions. The United States Coast Guard en-
courages citizens to take preventive measures
such as wearing a life jacket, never boating
under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and
taking a boating safety course. Too often, ac-
cidents occur on boats where the operator
had not received boating safety instruction.
Receiving a vessel safety check once a year
will also help ensure a safe boating experi-
ence. To learn important information about
boating, visit uscgboating.org. During Na-
tional Safe Boating Week and throughout the
year, I urge all Americans to put safety first
when enjoying our country’s magnificent wa-
ters.

In recognition of the importance of safe
boating practices, the Congress, by joint res-
olution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C.
131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day
weekend as “National Safe Boating Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23,
2008, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, to join in observing this



710

week. I also urge all Americans to learn more
about safe boating practices and always act
responsibly while on the water.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:58 a.m., May 19, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 16, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on May 20.

Proclamation 8257—World Trade
Week, 2008

May 15, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Free and fair trade helps secure a future
of freedom and promise. During World
Trade Week, we recognize the positive ef-
fects of opening markets around the world.
Open markets play an integral role in Amer-
ica’s economic progress, creating better—pay—
ing jobs, expanding consumer choices, and
providing increased opportunities for Amer-
ican workers and employers. Free and fair
trade also increases economic growth among
our trading partners.

My Administration is committed to ex-
panding economic freedom worldwide. We
will continue to seek an ambitious outcome
in the Doha Round that will reduce and
eliminate tariffs and other barriers on goods
and open new markets for services trade. The
Doha Round provides a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to advance open markets,
strengthen economic growth, and help mil-
lions rise out of poverty.

We also encourage the Congress to ap-
prove our pending trade agreements with
Colombia, Panama, and South Korea. Our
free trade agreement with Colombia is im-
portant, because it will support one of our
closest allies in the Western Hemisphere cur-
rently under assault from a terrorist network.
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Congressional approval of this agreement
would make clear America’s unshakeable
commitment to advancing the benefits of
free markets and the interests of free people.

Today, nearly 250,000 U.S. firms export
U.S. products. Ninety-seven percent of those
exporters are small- or medium-sized busi-
nesses. The number of U.S. small business
exporters has more than doubled since 1992.
Those businesses have surpassed a quarter
of a trillion dollars in annual export sales.

Free and fair trade helps reinforce our Na-
tion’s commitments to democracy, trans-
parency, and the rule of law. This week and
throughout the year, we recognize the impor-
tance of trade in promoting prosperity and
freedom in the United States and around the
world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through
May 24, 2008, as World Trade Week. I en-
courage all Americans to observe this week
with events, trade shows, and educational
programs that celebrate the benefits of trade
to our Nation and the global economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:58 a.m., May 19, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 16, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on May 20.

Remarks in a Discussion With Israeli
Youth in Jerusalem

May 16, 2008

The President. Please sit down. First of
all, Laura and I are honored that you'd join
us. Thanks very much for sharing some
thoughts with us. As you know, we’re parents
of young professional women. We're inter-
ested to know what’s on your mind. And if



